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INTRODUCTION

The complexities surrounding the signing of international

treaties/agreement have raised concerns about the impact and

enforceability of international agreements and treaties in Nigeria.

Particularly,therecentquagmiresurroundingtheSAMOAAgreementhave

surfacedonthevirtualspaceaswellasineverydayconversations.Itis

worth noting thatNigeria has signed numerous treaties and bilateral

agreementsovertheyears.However,thenudgingquestionis:towhat

extentcan internationalinstruments operate in a country,vis a vis

domesticlawsand policies.ThisArticle willdiscussand analyze the

conceptofinternationallaw/treaties,itslegaltenabilityinNigeria,sources,

areasofimpact,mechanismsforincorporationandthechallengesand

controversiessurroundinginternationaltreaties.

DefinitionofInternationalLaws/Agreements.

Theterm “InternationalLaw”wascoinedbytheEnglishphilosopherJeremy

Bentham.Theconceptasthenameconnotes,isasetofrules,norms,and

standardsthatStatesandotheractorsareobligatedtoobey,andgenerally

doobey,infurtheranceoftheirmutualrelations.Internationallawsare

establishednormsforStatesacrossabroadrangeofdomains,including

waranddiplomacy,economicrelations,andhumanrights.International

Agreementasitisotherwisecalledareinternationalstandardsthatgovern

therelationship between Nationsand itsparticipantslikeinternational

organizationsandindividuals.



Historically,InternationalLaw has relatively faced challenges due to

inadequate enforcementmechanisms on the partofthe international

community and organizations and adherence by sovereign states

Internationallaws are ethicalcommitments orgeneralstandards of

practicethatmemberstatesareexpectedtouphold.

LassaOppenheim defineditinhistreatiseas"alawbetweensovereignand

equalstatesbasedonthecommonconsentofthesestates"Additionally,

oneofthecornerstonesofNigeria'sforeignpolicygoals,asstatedin

Section 19(d)ofthe 1999 Constitution as amended,is respectfor

internationaltreatiesandlaws.Juxtaposingtheaforementionedviewpoint

withtopicunderdiscourse,thecruxofthisresearchis,amongotherthings,

to clarifyhow internationallaw impactsthegeneralprinciplesguiding

government’s managementof public affairs;how internationallaws

regulatebye-laws;toprovideaprincipleorcodeofbehavior/conduct,etc.

forthegeneralpublicandgovernmentinNigeria.

SOURCESOFINTERNATIONALLAW INNIGERIA.

Thesourcesofinternationallaw recognizedbytheInternationalCourtof

Justice(ICJ)byvirtueofArticle38(1)oftheStatuteoftheInternational

CourtofJusticeare:internationalconventions,internationalcustom,the

generalprinciples oflaw recognized bycivilized nations,and judicial

decisionsand theteachingsofthemosthighlyqualified publicistsof

variousnations.Regardlessofthesourceslistedabove,thisarticlewill

focusonInternationalConventionsotherwisereferredtoasTreaties.

Treaty is an umbrella term used to describe various international

instruments,includingconventions,agreements,arrangements,protocols,

covenants,charters,andacts.AccordingtotheViennaConventiononthe

Law ofTreatiesof1969,"treaty"meansaninternationalagreementorby

whatevernamecalled,e.g.Act,Charter,Concordant,Convention,Covenant,

Declaration,ProtocolorStatute,concludedbetweenstatesinwrittenform



andgovernedbyinternationallaw,whetherembodiedinasingleinstrument

orin two ormore related instruments and whateverits particular

designation.

Furthermore,theSupremeCourtinAbachav.Fawehinmi(2000)6NWLR

(Pt.660)239PerAchike,J.S.C.whileelaboratingontheimportandpurport

ofa‘treaty’gaveanexhaustiveandoverarchinganalysisoftheterm,which

wascapturedinthefollowingwords:

‘Theterm treatyhasbeenvariouslyidentified.Sufficeittosaythata

treaty is a compact,an agreementora contract-bilateralor

multilateral-betweensovereignstates(twoormore)wherebythey

establishorseektoestablisharelationshipbetweenthemselves

governedbyinternationallaw.Atreaty,therefore,inabroadsense,is

similartoanagreementunderthecivillaw.Thedifferencebetween

anordinarycivilcontract(oragreement)andatreatyisthatwhilethe

formeris an arrangementbetween individuals and derives its

bindingnessfrom municipalordomesticlaw ofastate,atreatyon

theotherhand,derivesitsbindingforceandeffectfrom international

law…’

Treaties are generally divided into bilateraland multilateraltreaties.

Bilateraltreatyisanagreementbetweentwoparties/nationsandmostly

contractual,e.g.theTradeandInvestmentFrameworkAgreement(TIFA)

enteredintobyNigeriaandtheUnitedStatesin2000toenhancetradeand

investmentbetweenthetwocountries.Multilateraltreatiesinvolvemore

thantwonations,mostlyenteredundertheauspicesofaninternational

organizationliketheUnitedNations,AfricanUnionetc.AnExampleofa

multilateraltreatyistheUniversalDeclarationofHumanRights(UDHR)

draftedin1948andratifiedbyall193membersoftheUnitedNations.

MECHANISM FOR THE INCORPORATION OF INTERNATIONAL LAW IN

NIGERIA.

Themechanismsforincorporatinginternationallaw intodomesticlaws



andpoliciesofteninvolvetwodoctrines:Monism andDualism.Nigeria's

approachwillbeexaminedinlightoftheseconcepts.

Monism,tobeginwith,suggeststhatinternationaltreatiesbecomepartof

domesticlawsimplybybeingsigned.Thismeansthataninternationallaw

gainsbindingstatusinasignatorycountrywithoutrequiringadditional

ratificationprocedures.Moniststatesaccordspecialstatustointernational

law above the domestic laws.Examples ofcountries with a monism

approachareFranceandtheNetherlands.

Conversely,thedoctrineofDualism positsthatinternationaltreatiesdonot

directlyapplydomestically.Instead,thetreatymustbetranslated into

nationallegislation beforeitbecomesapplicablein domesticpolicies.

Section12ofthe1999ConstitutionoftheFederalRepublicofNigeria

appears to establish Nigeria as a DualistState.While affirming the

President'sexecutivepowertosigntreatiesandagreements,itstipulates

that these instruments only gain binding force domestically after

ratificationbytheNationalAssembly.Subsection1ofthesaidsection

capturesthispositioninthefollowingwords:

S.12(1)"NotreatybetweentheFederationandanyothercountryshall

havetheforceoflawtotheextenttowhichanysuchtreatyhasbeen

enactedintolawbytheNationalAssembly."

InfurtheranceoftheaboveprovisionsSubsections2and3emphasizethat

the NationalAssembly mustpass laws to domesticate international

instruments,requiring ratification by a majority ofallthe House of

AssemblyoftheFederationandshallnotbepresentedtothePresidentfor

assent.This contrasts with the process fordomestic statutes,which

require presidentialassent before becoming law. This process is

exemplified in the African Charter on Human and Peoples'Rights

(RatificationandEnforcement)Act.AlthoughNigeriabecameasignatoryto

theAfricanCharteronHumanandPeoples'Rightsin1981,theCharteronly

cameintoforceastheAfricanCharteronHumanandPeoples'Rights

(Ratification and Enforcement)Actin Nigeria 1983,afterthe National



AssemblypassedtheAct.

ThepreambleandoftheActreads:

“WHEREAS aCharterentitledthe'AfricanCharteronHumanand

Peoples'Rights'hasbeendulyadoptedbydiverseStatesinAfrica

and Nigeria is desirous ofadhering to the said Charter;AND

WHEREASitisnecessaryandexpedienttomakelegislativeprovision

fortheenforcementinNigeriaofthesaidCharterbywayofanActof

theNationalAssembly:”

Furthermore,Section1oftheAct,whichguaranteesitsenforcement,reads

asfollows;

“As from the commencementofthis Act,the provisions ofthe

AfricanCharteronHumanandPeoples'Rightswhicharesetoutin

theScheduletothisActshall,subjectasthereunderprovided,have

forceoflaw inNigeriaandshallbegivenfullrecognitionandeffect

andbeappliedbyallauthoritiesandpersonsexercisinglegislative,

executiveorjudicialpowersinNigeria.”

Perhaps itis importantto discuss the effectand enforceability of

internationaltreatiesunderNigerian jurisprudence in thissection.The

questionoftheextenttowhichaninternationallawcaninfluenceanation's

domesticlawisrelevant,particularlyinsituationswherethereisaconflict

betweenthetwo.Asexplainedearlier,thegeneralrulewithregardsto

adherenceorenforcementofaninternationallegalinstrumentisthatit

mustfirstbedomesticatedtogainbindingeffect.Thisprincipleoflawwas

reverberatedinthecourt’srulinginthelocusclassicuscaseofFawehinmi

v.AbachawheretheSupremecourt,PerEjiwunmi,J.S.C.heldunequivocally

that:

“...Itis therefore manifestthatno matterhow beneficialto the

countryorthecitizenry,aninternationaltreatytowhichNigeriahas

becomeasignatorymaybe,itremainsunenforceableifitisnot



enactedintothelaw ofthecountrybytheNationalAssembly.This

positionisgenerallyinaccordwiththepracticeinothercountries….

WhereaninternationaltreatyenteredintobyNigeriaisenactedinto

law bytheNationalAssembly…itbecomesbindingandourcourts

mustgiveeffecttoitlikeallotherlawsfallingwithinthejudicial

powersofthecourts.”

Flowing from the above legalprovisions,itcan be said thatupon

domestication,aninternationalinstrumentgainstheforceoflawwithinthe

polityandmustenforcedbycourts,howeveritisnotaccordedsuperior

value overthe constitution oranyotherstatute operative within the

jurisdictions.Whereacountryisonlyasignatoryandisyettodomesticate

atreaty,thetreatycanonlybeapplicableandnotbinding,inthesensethat,

itcouldbeusedasaidininterpretationandcourtsmustrefrainfrom any

constructionthatmayleadtobreachofanyprincipleofinternationallawof

whichitisasignatory.Thispositionisakintothejudicialpositioninthe

caseofDowv.A.GBotswana(1999)

Twowordsmakingastrikingpointwithregardstoenforcementoftreaties

areratificationandsignatory.Whilebeingasignatorytoatreatydoesnot

guaranteethatthetreatyisaccordedautomaticbindingeffect,especiallyin

dualistState,itisworthyofnotethatunderbilateralagreements,thetreaty

becomes binding upon parties’appending their signature. This is

expressedbythelegaldoctrineof‘pactasuntservanda’(agreementmust

bekept).Theforegoinglegalprinciplewasaccordedcredenceinthecase

ofCameroonv.Nigeria:EquatorialGuineaIntervening(2002)whenthe

court,despiterecognizingthetwostepproceduresinvolvedinenforcinga

treaty,heldthebilateralagreementbetweenthemilitarygovernmentof

NigeriaandthegovernmentofCameroontobebindingupontheappending

ofsignaturesbytheparties.

Thecourtwasoftheopinionthatitcannotaccepttheargumentthatthe

MarouaDeclarationwasinvalidunderinternationallaw becauseitwas

signedbytheNigerianHeadofStateofthetimebutneverratified.Thus

whileininternationalpractice,atwo-stepprocedureconsistingofsignature



andratificationisfrequentlyprovidedforinprovisionsregardingentryinto

force ofa treaty,there are cases where a treaty comes into force

immediatelyuponsigning.BothcustomaryinternationallawandtheVienna

ConventionontheLaw ofTreatiesleavetheproceduretobeadoptedto

States.

UndertheMarouaDeclaration,“thetwoHeadsofStateofCameroonand

Nigeriaagreedtoextendthedelineationofthemaritimeboundarybetween

thetwocountriesfrom Point12toPointGontheAdmiraltyChartNo.3433

annexedtothisDeclaration”.IntheCourt’sview,thatDeclarationentered

intoforceandbecamebindingimmediatelyuponitbeingsigned.”

Thegeneralruleregardingwhenaninternationalinstrumentisinconflictor

contravenestheconstitutionasrestatedinthecaseofKanuv.F.R.N(2024)

11NWLR(Pt.1949)281isthattheConstitutionbyvirtueofitssupremacy

guaranteedunderS.1(3)ranksaboveanyinternationallaw,hencewhen

thereisconflictbetweentheinternationalinstrumentandtheConstitution,

theConstitutionshallprevail.Furthermore,onthestatusofinternational

lawvisavisdomesticstatute,thepositionofthecourtintheinstantcase

isthatwheretheconstitutionissilentpertainingthestatusofincorporated

internationallawstheincorporatedinternationallawsaredeemedtorank

atparwithordinarylaws.Inotherwords,internationallawsareequalin

statustothedomesticlawsandcanbemodifiedorevenabrogatedbya

domesticlaw.

CASESTUDIES

Internationallaw playsasignificantroleinshapingthedomesticlegal

systemsofcountriesworldwide,includingNigeria.Asamemberofthe

internationalcommunity,Nigeriaisboundbyvariousinternationaltreaties,

conventions,andcustomaryinternationallaw.Theseinternationallegal

instrumentshave,overtime,influencedtheNigeriandomesticlaw across

various sectors,including human rights,environmentalprotection,and

economicregulation.Thisdiscussionexamineshowinternationallawhas



impactedNigeriandomesticlawthroughspecificcasestudiesintheareas

ofhumanrights,environmentallaw,andeconomiclaw.

1.HumanRights:Internationallawsonfreedom ofexpression,fairtrialand

Internationalhumanrightslaw,particularlyasenshrinedininstruments

such as the UniversalDeclaration of Human Rights (UDHR),the

InternationalCovenantonCivilandPoliticalRights(ICCPR),andtheAfrican

Charteron Human and Peoples'Rights,has significantly influenced

Nigeriandomesticlaw,particularlyintheareasoffreedom ofexpression

andfairtrialrights.

OnenotableexampleisthecaseofSoworev.FederalGovernmentof

Nigeria(2020).OmoyeleSowore,aNigerianjournalistandactivist,was

arrestedfororganizingprotestsagainstthegovernment.Hisarrestand

prolonged detention raised questions aboutthe rightto freedom of

expressionandfairtrialunderboththeNigerianlaw andinternational

humanrightslaw.Thecaseattractedinternationalattention,withhuman

rightsorganizationscallingonthegovernmentofNigeriatoupholdits

internationalobligations.TheNigeriancourts,inconsideringtheSowore

case,hadtobalancedomesticlaws,suchastheNigerianConstitutionand

thePublicOrderAct,withinternationallegalprinciples.Ultimately,the

court's decision to grantbailwas seen as a partialcompliance with

Nigeria'sobligationsunderinternationalhumanrightslaw,particularlythe

ICCPRandtheAfricanCharter,whichNigeriahasdomesticatedaspartof

itslaws.

AnothersignificantcaseistheOluwadamilolaAyodelev.FederalRepublic

ofNigeria(2018),wheretherighttoafairtrialwasattheforefront.The

casedealtwiththeprolongeddetentionoftheplaintiffwithouttrialwhich

wasaclearviolationofbothNigerianlaw andinternationalhumanrights

standards.Thecourt,initsruling,emphasizedtheimportanceofadhering

tofairtrialprinciples,drawingonprovisionsfrom theAfricanCharter,which

mandatesapromptandfairtrial.Thiscasehighlightshow international

human rights norms integrated into the Nigerian legalsystem have

influencedjudicialdecisionsandthushelpedinenhancingtheprotectionof



fundamentalrights.

2.EnvironmentalCases:Oilpollutionandclimatechangeenvironmental

law isanotherareawhereinternationallaw hassignificantlyimpacted

Nigeriandomesticlaw.Nigeria,asoneofthelargestoilproducersinAfrica,

hasfacednumerousenvironmentalchallenges,particularlyoilpollutionin

the Niger Delta region. International environmental law, through

conventionsliketheUnitedNationsFrameworkConventiononClimate

Change(UNFCCC)andtheParisAgreement,aswellasvarioushuman

rightsinstruments,hasplayedaroleinshapingNigeria’sapproachto

environmentalprotection.

A landmarkcasethatexemplifiesthisinfluenceistheGbemrev.Shell

Petroleum DevelopmentCompany ofNigeria Ltd.(2005)case.The

plaintiffs,representingtheIwherekancommunityintheNigerDelta,sued

Shellforgasflaring.Theyarguedthatgasflaringviolatedtheirrighttolife

anddignityunderbothNigerianlawandinternationalhumanrightslaw.The

Nigeria FederalHigh Court,drawing on internationalenvironmental

standardsandhumanrightslaw,ruledthatthecontinuousgasflaringwas

a violation ofthecommunity’srightsand ordered Shellto desistthe

practice.ThiscasemarkedasignificantmomentinNigerianenvironmental

law,asitwasoneofthefirstinstanceswhereaNigeriancourtdirectly

appliedinternationalhumanrightsprinciplestoprotecttheenvironment.

Thecourt’sdecisionwasinfluencedbyinternationalinstruments,suchas

theAfricanCharteronHumanandPeoples'Rights,whichguaranteesthe

righttoahealthyenvironment.

AnothersignificantcaseisSERAPv.FederalRepublicofNigeria(2010),

wheretheSocio-EconomicRightsandAccountabilityProject(SERAP)sued

theNigeriangovernmentforfailingtoaddresstheadverseeffectsofoil

pollutionintheNigerDelta.SERAPreliedoninternationalenvironmental

andhumanrightslaw,particularlytheobligationsundertheInternational

CovenantonEconomic,Social,andCulturalRights(ICESCR),toarguethat

theNigeriangovernmenthadfailedtoprotecttheenvironmentandthe

rightsoftheaffectedcommunities.Thecaseunderscoredtheimportance



ofinternationallaw inshapingNigeria’senvironmentalpoliciesandthe

protectionofcitizens’rights.

3.Economic Cases:The influence ofinternationallaw on Nigerian

domesticlaw isalsoevidentintherealm ofeconomiclaw,particularlyin

trade disputes and investment arbitration.Nigeria’s participation in

internationaltrade and investmentagreements has necessitated the

incorporation ofinternationallegalprinciples into domestic law.One

prominentexampleistheP&IDv.FederalGovernmentofNigeria(2017)

case,whichinvolvedadisputebetweentheNigeriangovernmentandthe

ProcessandIndustrialDevelopments(P&ID),aforeigninvestor.Thecase

revolvedaroundafailedgasprocessingcontract,leadingP&ID toseek

arbitrationundertherulesoftheLondonCourtofInternationalArbitration

(LCIA).Thetribunalruled in favorofP&ID,awarding them significant

damages.TheNigeriangovernment’sresponsetothearbitrationawardhas

highlighted the tension between internationalarbitration awards and

domesticlegalprinciples.

WhileNigeriaisasignatorytotheNewYorkConventionontheRecognition

andEnforcementofForeignArbitralAwards,whichobligatesNigeriato

recognizeandenforceinternationalarbitrationawards,thegovernment

contestedtheaward,citingissuesoffraudandcorruption.TheP&IDcase

underscoresthechallengesthatarisewheninternationallaw intersects

with domestic legalsystems,particularly in the area ofinvestment

arbitration.

Anothersignificantcase is the ECOWAS CourtofJustice v.Federal

RepublicofNigeria (2019).A case wasinstituted againstthe federal

republic ofNigeria atthe ECOWAS CourtofJustice overNigeria’s

impositionofimportrestrictionsoncertaingoods.Theplaintiffsargued

thatNigeria’sactionsviolatedtheECOWASTradeLiberalizationScheme

(ETLS)andtheAfricanContinentalFreeTradeArea(AfCFTA)agreement.

TheECOWASCourtruledagainstNigeria,orderingittocomplywithits

internationaltrade obligations.This case illustrates how international

economiclawcandirectlyimpactdomesticlaw,particularlyinthecontext



ofregionalintegrationandtradeagreements.

The impactofinternationallaw on Nigerian domestic law involves a

complexinterplaybetweenthegloballegalframeworksandthedomestic

legal system. This interplay brings about various challenges and

controversiesthataresignificantin shaping Nigeria'slegallandscape.

Thesechallengesandcontroversiescanbecategorizedintothreemain

areas:conflicts between internationaland domestic law,issues of

sovereigntyandnationalinterest,andcapacityandresourceconstraintsin

implementinginternationallaw.

CHALLENGESINIMPLEMENTINGINTERNATIONALLAW

1.ConflictsBetweenInternationalandDomesticLaw

One ofthe mostsignificantchallenges in the relationship between

internationallaw andNigeriandomesticlaw isthepotentialforconflicts

betweenthetwolegalsystems.Internationallaw,whichcomprisestreaties,

conventions,andcustomaryinternationallaw,oftenimposesobligations

onstatesthatmayconflictwithexistingdomesticlawsorpractices.In

Nigeria,suchconflictscanariseinseveralways:

a.SupremacyofDomesticLaw:Nigeriafollowsthedualistapproach,where

internationallawdoesnotautomaticallybecomepartofthedomesticlegal

system withoutlegislative incorporation.This means thateven when

Nigeriaratifiesaninternationaltreaty,itmustbedomesticatedthrough

specificlegislationbeforeitcanhaveanyeffectinNigeria.However,there

havebeeninstanceswhereinternationalobligationshaveconflictedwith

existingNigerianlaws.Forexample,Nigeria'sobligationsunderhuman

rightstreatiesliketheInternationalCovenantonCivilandPoliticalRights

(ICCPR)canconflictwithdomesticlawsrelatedtofreedom ofspeech,

assembly,andeventhedeathpenalty.Insuchcases,Nigeriancourtshave

sometimesstruggledtoreconciletheconflictingnorms,leadingtolegal

uncertainty.



b.JudicialInterpretation:ThejudiciaryinNigeriaplaysacrucialrolein

resolvingconflictsbetweeninternationalanddomesticlaw.However,there

havebeencontroversiesovertheextenttowhichNigeriancourtsshould

applyinternationallaw whenitconflictswithdomesticlaw.Whilesome

judgeshave adopted a more progressive approach,giving primacyto

internationalhumanrightsnorms,othershavebeenmoreconservative,

upholding domestic laws even when they are inconsistent with

internationalobligations.Thisinconsistencyinjudicialinterpretationhas

ledtouncertaintyandcontroversy,particularlyincasesinvolvinghuman

rightsandcriminaljustice.

c.LegislativeInaction:Anothersourceofconflictisthefailureofthe

Nigerian legislature to domesticate internationaltreatiespromptly.For

example,Nigeriahasratifiedseveralinternationaltreatiesonenvironmental

protection,butthelackofcorrespondingdomesticlegislationhasledto

conflictsbetweeninternationalobligationsandlocalenvironmentallaws.

This gap between international commitments and domestic

implementation often leaves Nigeria in breach of its international

obligations, raising concerns about the country's commitment to

internationallaw.

2.IssuesofSovereigntyandNationalInterest

Theinteractionbetweeninternationallaw andNigeriandomesticlaw also

raisesimportantquestionsaboutnationalsovereigntyandtheprotectionof

nationalinterests.Sovereignty,theprinciplethatstateshavetheultimate

authoritywithintheirterritories,cansometimesbeperceivedasbeing

underminedbyinternationallaw.Thistensionmanifestsinseveralways:

a.PerceptionofExternalInterference:InNigeria,thereisoftenaperception

thatinternationallaw representsan imposition ofexternalvaluesand

norms thatmay notalign with localcustoms,traditions,ornational

interests.Thisperception isparticularlypronounced in areassuch as

human rights,whereinternationalstandardsmayconflictwith cultural

practicesorreligiousbeliefs.Forinstance,internationalpressuretoabolish



thedeathpenaltyortorecognizesame-sexmarriageshasbeenmetwith

resistanceinNigeriaasthepractice

iswidelyseenascontraryto thecountry'smoraland culturalvalues.

Perceptionofexternalinterferencehasledtocontroversiesanddebates

abouttheextenttowhichNigeriashouldcomplywithinternationalnorms

thatareperceivedasbeingatoddswithnationalidentityandsovereignty.

b.NationalInterestand InternationalObligations:There are instances

where internationalobligations may conflict with Nigeria's national

interests,particularlyinareassuchastrade,security,andforeignpolicy.

Forexample,Nigeria'scommitmentsunderinternationaltradeagreements

mayrequirethecountrytoopenitsmarketstoforeigncompetition,which

could harm local industries. Similarly, international human rights

obligationsmayrequireNigeriatorefrainfrom certainsecuritypractices

that are deemed necessary for nationalsecurity.Balancing these

internationalobligations with nationalinterests has been a source of

significantcontroversy,particularlywhencompliancewithinternationallaw

isseenaspotentiallycompromisingNigeria'ssovereigntyorsecurity.

c.InfluenceofPowerfulStatesandInternationalOrganizations:Nigeria,like

manydevelopingcountries,oftenfacepressurefrom powerfulstatesand

internationalorganizationstoconform tointernationallegalnorms.This

pressurecancomeintheform ofdiplomaticpressure,economicsanctions,

orconditionsattachedtoforeignaid.Theinfluenceoftheseexternalactors

cansometimesleadtoaperceptionthatNigeria'ssovereigntyisbeing

eroded,asdecisionsthatshouldbemadedomesticallyareinsteadbeing

drivenbyexternalforces.Thishasledtodebatesabouttheextenttowhich

Nigeriashouldprioritizeitsinternationalobligationsoveritssovereignright

tomakedecisionsinthebestinterestsofitscitizens.

3.CapacityandResourceConstraintsinImplementingInternationalLaw

Implementinginternationallaw inNigeriaisalsochallengedbycapacity

and resource constraints.These challenges can hinderthe effective

domesticationandenforcementofinternationallegalnorms,leadingtoa



gap between Nigeria's internationalcommitments and their actual

implementation.

a.LegalandInstitutionalCapacity:Nigeria'slegalsystem facessignificant

capacitychallengesthataffectitsabilitytoimplementinternationallaw

effectively. These challenges include a shortage of trained legal

professionals,limitedaccesstolegalresources,andalackofspecialized

knowledgeininternationallaw.Thesecapacityconstraintsareparticularly

evidentinthejudiciary,wherejudgesmaylackthenecessaryexpertiseto

interpretandapplyinternationallaweffectively.Additionally,thelegislative

process for domesticating internationaltreaties can be slow and

cumbersome,furthercomplicatingtheimplementationofinternationallaw.

b.Financialand Resource Constraints:Implementing internationallaw

oftenrequiressignificantfinancialandmaterialresources,whichcanbea

challenge for Nigeria. For example, compliance with international

environmental agreements may require substantial investment in

environmentalprotectioninfrastructure,whileimplementinginternational

humanrightsstandardsmayrequirereformsinthecriminaljusticesystem,

whichcanbecostly.Nigeria'slimitedfinancialresourcescantherefore

hinderitsabilitytocomplyfullywithitsinternationalobligations,leadingto

gapsinimplementationandenforcement.

c.AdministrativeChallenges:Theadministrativecapacitytoimplement

internationallaw isalsoasignificantchallengeinNigeria.Thisincludes

challengesrelatedtocoordinationbetweendifferentgovernmentagencies,

lackofdataandinformationforeffectivemonitoring,andbureaucratic

inefficiencies.Forexample,implementinginternationaltradeagreements

requires effective coordination between customs authorities, trade

regulators,andotherrelevantagencies,whichcanbedifficulttoachievein

acontextoflimitedadministrativecapacity.Thesechallengescanresultin

delaysorfailuresinimplementinginternationallaw,underminingNigeria's

compliancewithitsinternationalobligations.



CONCLUSION

TheimpactofinternationallawonNigeriandomesticlawisprofoundand

multifaceted.Internationallaw,throughvarioussourcessuchastreaties,

customary law,and internationaljudicialdecisions,has significantly

shapedNigeria'slegallandscape,particularlyinareaslikehumanrights,

environmentalprotection,andeconomicregulation.Themechanismsof

incorporation,whetherthroughdirectapplicationortransformation,have

allowed these internationalnorms to influence domestic courts and

legislation.However,theinterplaybetweeninternationalanddomesticlaw

also presents challenges,including conflicts oversovereigntyand the

practical difficulties of implementation. Moving forward, Nigeria's

continuedengagementwithinternationallaw willrequirebalancingthese

internationalobligationswithnationalinterests,alongsidestrengthening

the legal and institutional frameworks for better integration and

enforcementofinternationalstandards.
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